
George L. Fox Alexander D. Good John P. Washington Clark V. Poling

Four Chaplains Day honors the memory and legacy of George L.
Fox, Alexander D. Good, John P. Washington, and Clark V. Poling.
In WWII, these four chaplains of different faiths and backgrounds
gave their lives to save others to demonstrate courage and unity
in the face of adversity.

FOUR CHAPLAINS DAY: FEB 3, 2025

As you discern God's calling to ministry, the Presbyterian Federal
Chaplaincies invites you to consider using your spiritual gifts as a
Federal Bureau of Prisons, Veterans Affairs or Military Chaplain.

Applications and information are available online: presfedchap.org 

We are PFC strong!

Newsletter Winter 2025

P r e s b y t e r i a n  F e d e r a l  C h a p l a i n c i e s

Field Notes

I continue to enjoy what I do as a
chaplain supporting, building
resiliency in airmen, advising
leadership, counseling, holding
others hope for them, walking
with airmen whose hearts are
broking and finding their way
back in life, emphatically listening
to others and helping them go
through their grief process. I am
still making great strides in
enjoying the ride in the faith
journey.

I particularly have been working
with grieving fathers, who
statistically have low positive
coping skills and have social
taboos of receiving the care they
need. 

I have been a guest speaker and
teacher (multiple times) for the
Michigan Market at Ascension
Healthcare Network for “How
caregivers and clinicians can have
better practices of caring for
parents during this time of loss.” 

About a month ago, I responded
to a suicide attempt and talked
and prayed with the Airman and
invited the Airman to chapel. 
In updates, the Airman is being
baptized next Sunday! 
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     On Feb. 3, 1943, four U.S. Army chaplains from different faith traditions
selflessly gave up their life jackets to others on the USAT Dorchester as it sank
from a strike by an enemy torpedo. Survivors recall seeing four chaplains, arms
linked together, praying as the ship slipped beneath the waves. Since that date,
Feb. 3 has become an observance called the Four Chaplains Day to bring together
people from diverse backgrounds to recognize our common humanity.
     The Book of Order for the PCUSA states: “God sends the Church to join the
mission of Jesus Christ in service to the world.” Just as those four chaplains were
called to serve their military community during World War II, today dedicated
chaplains are ministering in various federal, state and local ministries as they seek
to remain faithful to that call.
     The Presbyterian Federal Chaplaincies endorses chaplains of four presbyterian
denominations serving in the Federal Bureau of Prisons, the Veterans Affairs
hospitals and the various branches of our military. These chaplains are called to
bring hope and transform their respective communities through acts of love and
compassion: feeding the hungry, caring for the sick, visiting prisoners, freeing
captives, sheltering the homeless, welcoming strangers, comforting those who
mourn and being present with all who are in need. 
     As we are reminded of Christ’s call to the least of these in Matthew 25, these
moments of ministry include:

VA chaplains called to sit with elderly veterans in their hospital room during
their last few moments of life to convey words of love and reassurance and
offer prayers while waiting for the family to arrive. 
Military chaplains conducting funeral services for soldiers whose remains were
identified years after being declared Missing in Action —recognizing the honor
and privilege to help bring closure to families waiting so long for their loved
one to be returned.  
Federal Bureau of Prisons chaplains advocating for incarcerated adults and
daily proclaiming God’s grace to those experiencing shame, guilt, anger and the
belief that no one, not even God, could ever love them —holding steadfast to
the belief that spiritual and emotional chains can be broken; release is possible.

Whether it's 1943 or 2025, PFC chaplains seek to engage with God’s people when
life brings about cause for celebration, sorrow, accomplishment, doubt, renewal
and despair. Pray for our chaplains who selflessly give of themselves so that the
voice of the voiceless can be heard, the needs of those in need can be met, and the
gift of hope and life itself can be given in the darkest moments in unexpected ways.

REMEMBER OUR CHAPLAINS



Updates

SPOTLIGHT

VA Chaplain Laura Kuster at Roswell Convention 
Center supporting military veterans providing 
support in response to fires of Ruidoso, NM.
(June 2024)

USN Chaplain Frank Rupnik traveled above the
Arctic Circle to take part of an exercise along with
our NATO Allies.

TRAVELS

US Army Chaplain Terry Cobban and
ten other clergy administered the
sacrament of baptism to 300 Naval
Recruits in South Korea. Praise God!

BAPTISMS

“Our calling
guided us to
help the
helpers, relieve
the relief, serve
the service, 
companion the companioners and pay care forward
to the ones already giving their deepest hearts. We
are honored to have been provided the opportunity
for such support.”

VA Chaplain Benjamin Allward-Theimer
received CEC Theory Paper of the Year
from ACPE, published in a spiritual care
journal. Certified as an ACPE Educator.

Kicking Around Sacred Connection:
Coaching a “Soccer Team” of ACPELearners

DISTINCTIONS

https://journals.sfu.ca/rpfs/index.php/rpfs/article/view/1781/v44
https://journals.sfu.ca/rpfs/index.php/rpfs/article/view/1781/v44


YOUR SUPPORT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

Presbyterian Federal Chaplaincies (PFC) is a non-profit organization. representing four 
Presbyterian denominations and is recognized by the Departments of Defense and 
Veterans Affairs as the agency for recruiting, equipping, sustaining, and endorsing 
those who serve as chaplains within our Federal Departments, Agencies, and/or 
Auxiliaries, and also ministering to the families who support them.

Please prayerfully consider taking a special offering and/or becoming an individual 
giver. Donate online: presfedchap.org 

NOTE: All of our funding is sourced from partner denominations and individual donors. All donations  
directed to the Presbyterian Federal Chaplaincies, a 501(c)(3) organization, are tax-deductible. Any 
financial support provided by our donors and supporters is greatly appreciated and is essential to the 
continuation of our programs and services. We are committed to transparency and accountability, and 
we ensure that all donations are utilized in the most effective and efficient manner possible to achieve 
our mission. Thank you for your support!

Chaplain Brian Cieslukowski (BOP) 
was awarded the Distinguished Chaplains award
from the Military Chaplain’s Association. (Aug 2024)
The FCC Allenwood (ALX) 
comprises of three different 
federal correctional prisons:  
- Low Security Fed Corr
- Medium Security Fed Corr
- High Security US Pen

DISTINCTIONS (CONTINUED)

Chaplain Cory Germain (AFNG) was among five chaplains awarded with a plaque 
for "Distinguished Lifetime of Service" by Trinity Sober Homes for work with 
current/retired military members and their families. 
TSH is the parent organization working to build 
Bravo Zulu House in rural Martin County, MN a
s a first-of-its-kind, Veterans-only sober house to 
specifically address PTSD as a root cause of 
Veteran chemical dependence and potential suicide. 
Ch Germain was promoted to Lt Col (Fall 2024)

“CH Cieslukowski has a passion for
ensuring religious accommodations
across faith lines as well as
advancing diverse religious
understanding, faith based reentry,
and interfaith community building.”



We are a joint  ministry of  the Cumberland Presbyterian Church ,
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America ,  Korean Presbyterian Church

Abroad ,  and the Presbyterian Church (U .S .A . ) .

As you discern God's calling to ministry, the Presbyterian Federal
Chaplaincies invites you to consider using your spiritual gifts as a Federal
Bureau of Prisons, Veterans Affairs or Military Chaplain.

CHAPLAINCY: IS IT FOR YOU? 

Please contact us if you are considering federal chaplaincy and/or if you
have a minister or candidate under your care who is considering federal
chaplaincy.  

Endorsement by Presbyterian Federal Chaplaincies is required for federal
chaplaincy programs, but does not guarantee an applicant will be accepted
into a federal chaplaincy program. 

Applications and information are available online: presfedchap.org 

CONNECT WITH US!

CONTACT US!

(202) 630-6225
info@presfedchap.org

We are a joint  ministry of  the Cumberland Presbyterian Church ,
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America ,  

Korean Presbyterian Church Abroad ,  and the Presbyterian Church (U .S .A . ) .

I  was a stranger and you welcomed me, I  was sick and you took care of  me,  
I  was in prison and you visited me.. .    Matthew 25

Presbyter ian Federal  Chaplainc ies

Dennis Hysom
DHysom@presfedchap.org

Doug Slater
DSlater@presfedchap.org

Lisa Hansen
LHansen@presfedchap.org

STAFF

mailto:info@presfedchap.org

