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WE ARE PFC STRONG!

As you discern God's calling to ministry, the Presbyterian Federal
Chaplaincies invites you to consider using your spiritual gifts as a
Federal Bureau of Prisons, Veterans Affairs or Military Chaplain.

CHAPLAIN SPOTLIGHT: VA Chaplain Grace Boyer:

During the early days of Hurricane Helene recovery, the chaplains in the VA Hospital
worked by flashlight, with generators providing dimmed light in hallways but not in
offices. During the first few weeks, one priority was supporting staff through individual
sessions and "Candlelight" group sessions in the Chapel, and in addition, engaging in
Postventions due to the suicide of Veterans and/or staff. In my role, it also meant calling
Veterans in Whole Health groups to check on how they were weathering the storm and
alerting them to resources if needed. When groups resumed, we acknowledged the
unique circumstances and took time to note the veteran's needs and resources. Because
we service a wide area encompassing Veterans from NC, TN, SC, GA, etc., Veterans had
diverse experiences, from little impact to devastating impact. In the early weeks, staff at
the VA faced a variety of emotions. Some had traumatic experiences working during the
storm or being at home. Often, the first day back at work was challenging. The
"Candlelight" group gatherings in the Chapel were a place to name and normalize the
varied emotional experiences, lift up concerns, and offer support.

(continued next page)

Field Notes

| was able to help a veteran who
was not able to attend her
mother’s funeral. Recognizing that
she needed to remember and
honor her mother, give voice to her
pain, and release that which
needed to be let go of. | worked
with her to develop a service with
a meaningful ritual of grief and
gratitude. The service honored the
veteran’s faith and allowed her to
grieve and honor her mother’s
memory.

| am working to stay grounded in
my faith and natural optimism as |
care for staff and colleagues
throughout the VA who are feeling
dfraid, sad, mad, and confused by
rapid changes and job insecurity.

Being a military chaplain has been
the most fulfilling ministry | could
ever imagine doing. From running
a base chapel to providing spiritual
care underway on Navy ships
where days begin to blur together
or in the deserts of Iraq in the
throes of combat to providing
resiliency care to Coast
Guardsmen in the Florida Keys
dfter search and rescue/recovery
missions, this ministry is diverse,
intense, and meaningful.




CHAPLAIN SPOTLIGHT (CONTINUED)

Eventually, as the internet became more stable, a virtual "Candlelight" was offered over Microsoft Teams for
those who worked in other buildings, remotely, or could not leave their offices. One theme | heard from staff
and Veterans is that nature, which normally has been a calming, healing, spiritual space, now can feel
wounded or unsafe. With deep ties to the landscape, this has caused a need to rely on other calming
methods, as well as a desire to heal our landscapes. Some phrases | have heard are "Our electricity has
returned, but our power has not." "WNC Strong" or "Swannanoa Strong", and "Together we Recover." May it
be so.

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES A DIFFERENCE!
ESPECIALLY NOW!

Presbyterian Federal Chaplaincies (PFC) is a non-profit organization representing four
Presbyterian denominations and is recognized by the Federal Bureau of Prisons, the
Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs as the agency for recruiting, equipping,
sustaining, and endorsing those who serve as chaplains within our Federal
Departments, Agencies, and/or Auxiliaries, and also ministering to the families who

support them.

Please prayerfully consider taking a special offering and/or becoming an individual

giver. Donate online: presfedchap.org

NOTE: Our funding comes from generous donations from individuals and partner denominations, which
support the Presbyterian Federal Chaplaincies nonprofit, a 501(c)(3) organization. This means your
donations are tax-deductible. We greatly appreciate all financial support, as it helps us continue our
programs and services. We are committed to using your donations effectively and efficiently to achieve

our mission. Thank you for your generosity!



ANNUAL TRAINING

This year, our annual training will focus on
Innovating in Your Ministry.

In times of instability and change for us as

Federal Chaplains, we will ask the questions:

What happens when everything you
expect changes radically?

What adjustments do you need to make
in your ministry and within yourself to
navigate these changes and meet the
challenges ahead?

Utilizing the book Innovating for Love by
Kenda Creasy Dean as a starting point,

we will explore ways to address the
problems we face and develop innovation in
our ministry settings.

Join us as we gather at
Calvin Crest: June 23-27 (in-person)

Montreat: August 4-8 (in-person/virtual).

Christian Social
Innovation

Henda Creasy Dean
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MILITARY

CH (CPT) Patrick Day returned from a Multinational
Force Observers (MFO) deployment. Welcome

home, Chaplain Day.

Congratulations to CH Hyun Kim
upon graduation from the US
Army Chaplain Basic Officer

Leader Course.

Congratulations to Chaplain
Robert Bohnsack (USAF)
on promotion to Colonel.

Congratulations to Ch, Maj Mitchell Holley, Ch,
Lt Col Alice Hernandez, Ch, Lt Col Seth Still

upon graduation
from the Air Force
Chaplain Corps
Wing Chaplain
Course.



OUT & ABOUT FINAL FAREWELL

We are deeply saddened
Our PFC team was able to to share that Rear Admiral
Mark L. Tidd, USN, CHC (Ret.),
joined the church triumphant

on February 22, 2025.

participate in the career fair at
Columbia Theological Seminary and

Fuller Theological Seminary.

We look forward to invitations to His theological insight, extensive
participate in future career fairs at background as a chaplain, and personal
your alma maters. connection with Young Life provided a rich

legacy of ministry and keen awareness of
the challenges faced by military families. As
Chief of Navy Chaplains, he was committed
to serving active-duty Sailors and Marines as
well as their families. We send heartfelt
condolences to his wife, Jennifer, and their
children, Michael (wife, Brittany) and Carol
Hagan (husband, Nate).

RETIREMENTS

We are grateful for the service and NEW ADDRESS FOR PRES

dedication for our chaplains as they retire:
¢ Chaplain, Lt Col Kathy Scott, USAF FED CHAPLAINCIES

(PCUSA) Mailing Address

PO Box 328
Waynesville, NC 28786




Presbyterian Federal Chaplaincies

I was a stranger and you welcomed me, | was sick and you took care of me,
I was in prison and you visited me... Matthew 25

CHAPLAINCY: IS IT FOR YOU?

As you discern God's calling to ministry, the Presbyterian Federal
Chaplaincies invites you to consider using your spiritual gifts as a Federal
Bureau of Prisons, Veterans Affairs or Military Chaplain.

CONNECT WITH US!

Please contact us if you are considering federal chaplaincy and/or if you
have a minister or candidate under your care who is considering federal
chaplaincy.

Endorsement by Presbyterian Federal Chaplaincies is required for federal
chaplaincy programs, but does not guarantee an applicant will be accepted
into a federal chaplaincy program.

Applications and information are available online: presfedchap.org

CONTACT US!

Presbyterian Federal Chaplaincies 3 (202) 630-6225

PO Box 328 Waynesville, NC info@presfedchap.org
28786
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STAFF

Dennis Hysom
DHysomepresfedchaporg

Doug Slater
DSlaterepresfedchaporg

Lisa Hansen
L Hansenepresfedchaporg

We are a joint ministry of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.
Cumberland PrCeusmbybteerrlaiannd CPhruerscbhy tiner Aiamne Crihcuar.
ckho rine aAnm Perreicsab.y terian Church Korean PresbyAtebrrioaand C.
haunrdc thh eA bPrroeasdb.y atnerdi athne C Phruerscbhy (tUer.Sia.An.)

Church (US.A).
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